
Welcome to 
Puffin Class
YEAR 4



Puffin Class Staff:
Teachers:

 Mrs Kavanagh- Monday to Thursday morning. 

 Mrs Ruffhead Thursday afternoon and Friday.

TAs:

 Mrs Dave – Tuesday to Friday

 Mrs Hayers – Monday and Friday

 Music Teacher – Miss Roberts

 Forest School Teacher – Mr Mud

 PE specialist teacher



School Day:

 Arrive for 8:40am. Children have 10 minutes to put lunch/ bag/ 
reading books away/ complete morning work etc

 Register closes at 8:50am
The gate will open just before 08:40am and close just before 08:50am. Late arrivals after 
08:50am will need to be signed in at the school office. Unauthorised lateness will be recorded from 
09:00am, with authorised lateness accepted between 08:50am-09:00am with a clear reason.

 Lesson 1 begins at 8:50am

 End of day 3:15am, gates close at 3:25am due to clubs starting.

 If you are running late (after 3:25am) please go to the front office.

 If someone different is collecting your child, please inform the office 
and a password must be given.



Uniform and equipment:

 Water bottles, school bag/ book bag (needs to fit in locker), coat, lunchbox 
(all named)

 Healthy snack (fruit, vegetables, bread sticks etc.)



PE and Swimming:

Swimming

 Swimming will be on Tuesday afternoons during the Autumn term. This is different from 
previous years and we are using a different swimming pool. 

 Children will need to come to school in their normal school PE kit. (Not wearing swimming 
kit) If you are worried about them changing after, looser fitting PE clothes may be easier. 

 In their bag please pack - Swimsuit (One-piece for girls)

- Towel

- Swim hat (compulsory)

- Goggles are optional but your consent needs to be give on forms. 
(They won’t use them for every lesson.)

PLEASE MAKE SURE WE HAVE ALL CONSENT FORMS BY MONDAY.

PE

 In school PE will be on Monday. Children come to school dressed in PE kit. 

 If your child has earrings, please ensure they’re taped or removed on PE days. Please also 
ensure your child’s hair is tied up if it is long.

 No hoodies. No branded sportswear. No cycling shorts.



Topics covered this year:

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

How advanced was the 
Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation?

Our amazing world-
Raging Rivers

Why do 
oceans 
matter?

Why were 
those 

Romans so 
good?!

Egyptian trip to 
Bradwell Abbey –
Thursday 26th

November

1 night residential at 
Caldecotte Xperience. 
17th – 18th June 2027

VR Headset – Spring 
Term – Oceans themed.

Forest School – (Friday 
afternoons)





Home learning:

 Topic grids sent home before each half term.

 We would encourage children to complete 3 tasks of choice 

 Not compulsory, but children will be rewarded and celebrated for completing 
tasks ☺

 Children can bring them in or email via the school office.

 Time will be given in class to celebrate children’s work.

 Reading each day (can be school book, library book or a book at home). Record 
in diaries for extra Dojos! Please make it clear when books need to be changed. 
This will be on a Thursday. ☺

 TT Rockstars for multiplication fluency (little and often 3-4 times a week, 10 
minute chunks). 7 minutes is the golden number! (21 minutes over the week).

 Times table fluency will be vital in Year 4!



Reading 
Research consistently shows that regularly reading with 
your child is one of the most effective ways to support their 
learning. Shared reading develops vocabulary, 
comprehension, and language skills, while also improving 
children's confidence as readers. Studies have found that 
children who read and discuss books with adults are 
exposed to a wider range of words and ideas, helping them 
achieve more highly across the curriculum. 

Even just 10–15 minutes of reading each day can have a 
significant impact on a child's progress and enjoyment of 
reading.

The most important thing is not just hearing your child read 
the words, but talking about what they read. Asking 
questions, discussing characters, and sharing a love of 
stories can make a lasting difference to their success as a 
reader.



Changing books

Books will be changed on a Thursday.

Reading for fluency is important, but also the comprehension of what they are reading.

4 or 5 pages is ideal, as it leaves time to talk about what has happened and discuss new or important 
vocabulary.

If you complete the book before the book changing day, you are more than welcome to read other books at 
home and record this in the reading diary. No other books will be provided from school until the following 
Thursday.

Spelling passports are also in the back of the children’s reading records. Please practice these regularly to 
support your child move through the levels. 



Multiplication Check:

 MTC to be administered in June.

 The purpose of the check is to determine whether your child can fluently recall their 
times tables up to 12, which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will also 
help your child’s school to identify if your child may need additional support.

 It is an on-screen check consisting of 25 random times table questions up to 12x12. Your 
child will be able to answer 3 practice questions before taking the actual check. They 
will then have 6 seconds to answer each question. On average, the check should take no 
longer than 5 minutes to complete.

 There is no pass mark for the check. You will be notified of your child’s score along with 
their end of year report.





Handwriting pens

 No longer using pen licences.

 Expectation is by year 4 all children will be using a 
pen.

 All work is completed in pen, except maths.



Dates for your diary:

This half term:

 Saturday 5th September – Village Show

 Thursday 24th September – McMillan Coffee Morning

 Thursday 1st October – Individual Photographs.

 Tuesday 20th October - Parent’s Evening 

 Thursday 22nd October - Parent’s Evening 

 Friday 23rd October – End of this half term

Trips:

▪ Bradwell Abbey – Egyptians: Date TBC - November

▪ Caldecotte Xperience – 1 night residential: Thursday 17th June - Friday 18th

July. (We will organize a parent meeting closer to the date)



Any Questions?

If you need to get in contact with us / send 
in home learning, please can you email via 
the office:

office@newtonlongville.bucks.sch.uk

And we will get back to you shortly. 

Thank you ☺

mailto:office@newtonlongville.bucks.sch.uk

